DEPART

It's not as easy as we
think. There is a lot
involved in the prepa-
rations we make to
finally go abroad.
Shivanl Manchanda
gives you some tips
on what to do, or not
to do

lanning for your travel -

Your local travel agent will

be the best person to guide
you about the shortest and
cheapest route o gat to your uni-
versity. To get maximum value for
your rupee, ft might ha a good
idea to call a lew agents and
check on the prices they are quot-
Ing. But don't pay the agent un:
less you have personally called
the airline and confirmed your
ticket, A lesson | learned, the
hard way, is thal some unscrupu-
Ious travel agents will put a con-
firmed sticker on your ticket even
I you are on the walt list. And
believe me, no hero comes and
wipes those tears away!

If you are not among those
lucky few who have relatives or
friends waiting to pick you up,
then it is good idea to arrive in a
new country on @ working day
during working hours. If you need
help when you arrive, the system
works better for you if the unlver-
sity officials are at work.

Universities abroad do make a
lot of effort to make intemational
students comfortable in their first
few days. Most of these activities
emerge from the International
Student Office (1S0O) of the uni-
versity.

While some universities have
a coach to plch you up from the
airport, others might have a
'Meet and Greel’ programme,
where If you let themn know when
you are planning to arrive, they
send a current student or mem-
ber of the local community to pick
you up. In fact, some universities,
particularly those In small towns,
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university accommodation Is &
great place to make friends and
adapt to your new surroundings,
a good rule of thumb is to plan 1o
stay on-campus at least for the
first semester. Most univérsity
accommaodations will be stocked
with basic furniture, telephone
line, appropriate linen, a TV and
maybe even computing facilities.
Thus, from day one itself, you can
start focusing on signing up for
the right courses and meeting
your academic advisers.

If you are planning to stay off-
campus, ba mentally prepared to
deal with Issues like councll tax,
utliity bills, buying linen, etc. None
of these problems are Insur-
mountable, but taking them on
definitely means that you will
have your plate full with respon-
sibilities from day one. It would
be a good Iden therefore, ta share
the apartment with other stu-
dents from the university, Unlgss

you are particularly adventurous

. it is a good Idea lo book some

accommaodation in the university,
or a hotel close by, before you
leave Indian shores, so thal you
won'l have to spend the night at
the airporl.

Self-Catering vs Catered Univer-
sity Accommodation: If you are
the kind who can’t learn a few of
mom’s secret recipes, then defi-
nitely go ahead and choose to eat
in the dorms. You can enliventhe
bland food with black papper and
tobasco sauce.

It howaver, you are willing to be
enterprising, then you can tick the
next option. You will discover how
delicious slightly charred or half-
cooked food can taste, especially
after you have toiled over it. A
great way 1o get lessons In time
management and mult-tasking!

Planning For your Packing

Planning what to take in that
suitcase so that you don't send
the airline weighing machines in
alizzy, is a task by itself. The first
rule for packing is to pit the util-
ity of an object against its weight
and possible price in foreign cur-
rency.

Even though a pressure cooker
is heawy, if you are planning o
stay in self-catering style, then it
might prove extremely useful.
While still on the topic of uten-
sils, a couple of teaspoons,
katoris, and Karchis are useful to
carry from here. They don't have
too much weight and are useful
for Indian cooking.

Students all over the world
wear casual clothing, so you will
find maximum utility for your jeans
and T-shirts. For the MBAs, a suit
and a tie will definitely will be a

Continued on page 8

Hard work

doesn't pay!

1 ity i surprisang, bt working haed e
never a8 baneficial as working smar s
Ralher, it can be counler-productive, caysing
stress and exhaustion. Reason why, we at
Lohana's don't maks students slog. They
Just sludy and solve lest papers requlady lo
gotgreal results. Without missing cut oa
collega fun,

“Thank You GATES !, For making
me a true L. T. Professional”
Kamlesh Satam « programer
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